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A Chat W nh

Gertude Atherton
By ALMA LUISE OLSEN.
HE moon was very bright and the

Hudson very black by econtrast,
Suprese that whirring sound were not
that of motor cars and buses but eame
from u huge airplane overhead! And
suppose the airplane descended very low
acd dropped a book which wonld alier
the whole course of our lives!

Of course the idea wasn't original. Tt
came of reading Gertrude Atherton’s The
Whiie Morviug, coupled with the sugges-
tion that the hook oucht to be irans
lated imto German and dropped from air-
planes so that the German women minght
read it and perhaps be stirred into the
very kind of revolt which the book de-
seribes, .

Mrs. Atherton herself cdmitted it nijzt
be done, looking up Lrom a pile of papers
& foct deep on ber desk.
manuseript of a novel, bt lotters from
all cver the country n answer to her
recent request for dietitions to pgo to
France.

“Evxery one is so willing to help win the
war!” she exclaimed.  “To be sure it
means a little extra work for me when
the Lulcher and the baker and the eandle-
stick muker turn w:to would-be dictitians
over nigut and write and wsk me it I won't
send them to France: but I dun’t wind
answering all those additionul letters— at
least not much.”

It was not

Coming, “The Avalanche.”

It looked as if her work for le Bien
Eftre du Blewé had submerged Mrs, Ath-
erton. the novelist, completely. She read
the nnspoken question in the visitor's
eyes, laughed and suid:

“No, the manuseript of my new story
isn't here. It's over in New Jersey in a
quiet little eountry spot where [ run off to
for scveral days in the week to write. [
finished the story last Friday. It had
thirlcen chapters! Thirteen isn't my un-
lucky number, but I thought I wouldn’t
tempt Providence too far and broke up
the last chapter into two, making four-
teen in all.

“T wrote and eopied 50,000 words in
seven weeks—which shows what gne ean
do away from the telephone. No.'it isn't
a war story this time. T've caulled it The
Acalanche, and it's a California tale.

“Margaret Anglin told me the original
incident and attempted to persunde me 1o
write it as a pjay for her. Now that the
book is finished she would never recog-
mize tny part of it but an incident in the
elimax.

“That's always the way with writing
novels and stories. [ mever know how
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they are going to come out when T begin
any more than I could take a child right
now and say just how | was going lo
shape its whole life. This new slory, by
the way, is laid in San Francisco .and
deals with society life.

“Most writers who deseribe Culifornia
in tlmr books tell about mhm- und lhe
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ERTA RUCK

ONIONS

AND HER

{ MRS. L.’VE! SONS
Author of " The Three of Hearts®, *Mis Offictal Fiancee®

T does not fall to the loi of many
l authors to have two mnovels put on
the market at once. Berta Ruek (Mrs,
Oliver Onions) is the lurky writer who is
allowed the donble throw this season. One
of the books is Hi: Official Fiancee,
which is nol new, but is now being pub-
lished in sbout the fifteenth edition, and
the olher is a uew mnovel entitled ihe
Three of Heoarts, a diverting aceounnt of
the troubles of a In«‘nl'u]. youth who pm-

plain peoplf and the proletariat and such
things No one but wysell has ever told
anything aboul socx al life- in Son Fran
ciseo It is fall of druma. Il reSembles”
New York in part. but it has & charee-
teir all its own.” )

Mrs. Atherton works every morning
from 7 until noon, Hooverizing on dry
bread and tea. She begnn to make slories
wher she was about G and could only tel!
ihem to herself in the glass. She always
wanted to travel, and wlhen ske couldn’t do
that—hershusband would net stir out of
California until he we nt to Chile as a
gues: on & warship and died on it—e
would amuse herselt’ by writing compl
trave! books, taking ber characters
throveh oll paris of Europe, and she knew
cnongh geography Lo wike the secounts
truthful.

“And 1 believe,” Mrs. Atherion says,
“that T upply some of those sawe hleas
te my writmg of flevion today. Mo
lives sie hamdrim aad commonpluce, on
the smface ab Jeast. So 1 take charae-
ters that haven't had half a chanee m ren!
life znd reereate their destinies for them

OVER THERE AND BACK

By Licut. Joseph S. Smith
“We thank E. P. Dutton & Co. for
this book right out of the heart of the
maelstrom of war. For it gives us, through
the smoke, a gleam of a holy grail that
death cannot kill, the eversought, but
rarely found, spirit of beauty in human
Yove fer fellow man and animal riend,
kol of the greater bumanity that

. win in the end and establich this
o!d wor'd asain as a foctpath to te stars.”
— PhilaZeiphia Recerd.
$1.50 Nei. Posiage Crive

E.P. DUTTON &CO, 631 Fifth Ave, N.Y.
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posed to_c-veral girls at omee, without
the slighiest mtention of so doing. His
Official Fiancee is abeut a termbly dig-
nified youne business mun of London
who wishes to appear before his family
and the vorld in general as enguged.
The girl ehosen to heip him effeel this
tells the stoiy.

HIS OFII 1AL FIANCEE. Py Braa
Rick. Dodd, Mead & Co. $1.50,
THE THREE OF IEARTS. Br Bmra

Ruek., Dodd, Mead & Co. $1.40.

and—we!l, ma ’nmka are tlfl! result. I gol
the idez i-om Tuine whem I was very
\-fmn,-.-."

The “wi-"rg” man, savs Capt. Alan
Bott, antha.: ot ¢ wcalry of the Clouds, *if
he be & priconer and & wise man enters a
small eheck for the tierman Red Cross, as
being the quickest way of ielting his
hankers uni relutions know he is alive.”
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That of Skinner's!

Some

ll " Skinuer’s wdea, but be took jus
Dip Yoo MeLaughling whose business

slogan was to “punch ‘em on the nose™

Sl o was w mean trick of MeLaughhn &
Perkins 1o leave the junior partoer (o fire
all the old men who had helped to build
up the husiness.

The serwor partners—leaving Skinner to
dirty work—had gone down to
South Amenea with the avowed purpoes
of putling the msgmded South American
merehanis through a conkological course;
m other words with the objert of making
them =it up by doing them right betwern
the eves, for the everlusting rlory, the
fuii e prestige and the immediate emolu-
mi i of the busuness bouse of MelLaughlin
& Perkins,

Skinner's Tough Job.

Skinner had a heart. He hated to do it,
2< only a junior partner— bad
only a minonty say i the matter; well,
ke would da it: Replace the rut riding old
men wih yornz men of mitiaiive. How
e would do it be dido’t know, bui Le
world replzes them—and be did! How?
Took & leal vrom MeLaughlin’s ook of
business etbico and punched them fairly
snd  auaedly, individually and  eollee-
tively. rizhit un the nose,

Irtespeetive of age or years of serviee,
Le brouglt them up with a jolt. Threw
tiie enirve responsibiiity of running the
1 these men whko had grown
old in evading responsibility, who—for
sears— had nover dared to do anytling
without u-Lise whether it should be done
or Low it should be done. Threw all the.
re-pen-ihility on these poor ofd daffers
and el 1o the woods, with & malevolent
elinekie, at o time when the most wupor-
tant business deals in the history of the
iuse were pending.

To reply paid telegrams Skinner re-
turned no answer. To telephone messuges
his wile answered in the suavest of tones
and as if’ she were glad of it that Skinner
was under chservation at the sanatorinm.

Back to Sce the Fun.

The very hoaght of those old rut ridors,
blown out of their trenches and eompelled
to fight out in the open, acted like s tonie
on Skianer. He felt and looked ten years
younger, hut he couldn’t stund it any
longer, Lo lad just got to see the show;
so, stugine the part with clothes of the
loudest and most juvenile eut, be blows
in among them.

The old boys look tired, but there is a
new glint in their eves. They Lave acled,
have had to scl! And because of long
vears of intimate Knowledge of the intri-
eate details of the bhusinegs they have
aeted well. Bui save for the new glint in
their eyes there is no ehange to nole in
their appearanee.

If Skinner hadn't acted so impetuously

but enoagh. Skinper's elixir of youth
ean be ubiained in any wide open town.
The preseciplion will be filled at any
book store. Ask for Skiuner's Big lden.
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SKINNER'S Bl IDEA, By Hexey Inve
16 Docse. Harper & Brothers, 30 cents,
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A Broader Compreliension

Read these vital books covering every phase of the Great War.
Each is uwritten by a pre-eminent authcrity with a story to
tell from personal experience or carnest study.

FIGBRTING STARVATION
IN EELGIUM

By VERNON KELLOGG
The wma who was in chs
wors b cortbern Franov s
The wlie st
i A H

Helginm gives
wif e story of bow the

ansmere i ihe eries of distress.

Net. $1.25,

CAVALRY OF THE CLOUDS
By CAFT. ALAN BOTT, M. (.
of the day to day work of the
iniresad tghrars of the air by one who has
farei 14 Bo-be machise zons in the cciling
of the w 'I (e of the best n-lum..
ook~ fa Mngiand Net. 8425,

THE SPIRIT OF LAFAYETTE

By JAMES MOTT HALLOWELL

Trie = Sen

This little book dedicated 1w the American
saldivrs andt slor: who hive heeded the
call o iafsyerie telis the inner meaning
of the Liival War in beball of Demoorasy.
ANet, 5 cenls

A JOURNAL FROM OUR
LEGATION IN BELGIUM

By IUGH GIBSON

As Fi:o <wrvetary of the American Lom-
tion in l rresebs, Hugh Gilson wos prescot
during b awful dass when 1he iron foot of
1 serma. m.lhg."urrl. rowie roaghshod over a
! land. He saw lwpning Loavain,
trie) to save Fdith Cavell. he withessed
the 'm:‘.ntk-i of um's m:nr\n!om It is
il Freve, -mrh E honestly writien, with-
out fw ur favor, Net, §2.00,

of the relief |

TALES FROM
A FAMISHED LAND

By EDWARD EYRE MIUNT
These stocipds grew out of the hearf-rendins
experieney of an American who served on
e Copiniwion for Hellef in Belglum—
iraseels and ferce. folk-lore and way<de
advetag o Net. §1.25

COMRADES IN COURAGE
iy LIEUT. ANTOINE REIMER
L savtl nl'ﬂ‘lc Freoch uaﬂun laicl

These ts

the treneh o ihink,

BLOWN IN BY THE DRAFT

By FRATIFR HUNT

A'ms'rolv OF
THE WORLD WAR

By FRANK siMoONDsS |
Mr i 1 [, L hnk:; 1
first plae o camprobensive |
ooy phase of the war, his keeniness in-
sight, and his cons incing clarisy I‘ presen-
tation. Vel 1 “The Attack on France
and Vol n “The \Im of Middle Eu-
rope,” together take rhemul-r through all
mili v petions up to the Baltle of ibe
sommy To be eom lﬂ five volumn..

Each, $3.50 pet

On Salc Wherever Becks Are Scid . Doubleday, Pege & Company




